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Constitution for the Texas Association of Student Councils District XVII

Article I – Name and Purpose

Section 1: The name of this organization shall be District XVII of the Texas 
Association of Student Councils. District XVII includes schools of Chambers, Hardin, Jasper, Jefferson, Liberty, Newton, Orange, Polk and Tyler Counties.
Section 2: The purpose of this organization shall be to bring together the 

leadership of member schools for the purpose of exchanging ideas and 

information and for providing experience in democratic processes. 

Article II – Membership and Fees
Section 1: Membership in this organization shall be open to all public, private, and parochial high and junior high schools having student councils in Dsitrict XVII upon written notification to the District Coordinator of District XVII.

Section 2: A registration fee for each person attending the District XVII conferences shall be set by the host school with the approval of the current Officer Schools.

Section 3:  A membership fee shall be set by the Texas Association of Student Councils each year, collected by the state office, and a portion is mailed to the TASC District President.

Article III – Officers

Section 1 – Student officers of the organization shall be:

a. those elected by official student delegates attending the District XVII Spring Conference: 1) a President; 2) a Vice President; 3) a Parliamentarian; 4) an Historian; 5) a Junior High / Middle Level Advisor to the Board; 6) a Secretary; 7) a Past President.

b. The Treasurer School shall be selected in the spring by the Executive Schools Committee for the following two years.
c. If a previous advisor ran for the office and a new advisor takes over, the new advisor has the right to decline the elected office and the Past President School will assume that position until another school is elected or appointed. 

d. Officer schools should make every effort to attend the business meeting held at the Fall Convention, Winter Retreat, Spring convention, and the Summer Planning Meeting even if no students are brought to the event unless extenuating circumstances prevent it.

e. Officer schools are expected to conduct breakout sessions at conferences. Other schools that are not officer schools may also conduct breakout sessions.

f. An Officer School that does not perform its duties as stated in the Office Job Description, and in Article III, Section 2, may be removed from office. A 2/3 vote by all Officer Schools will be needed before removal. A formal complaint must be issued and a review meeting conducted. The offending school should have been notified of this review at least 2 weeks prior to the meeting but is not required to be present. 
Section 2:  Officer Schools’ responsibilities shall be:
a.           The President School shall be a high school that will host  

                                                     the Fall Convention, preside over all business meetings                      

                                                     of the district organization, and contact the other officer  

                                                     schools concerning planning sessions of the executive  

                                                     committee.

b.           The Vice President School shall be a high school that       

                 hosts the Spring Convention, they will assist the chair in  

                 charge of Winter Retreat, Fall Conference, Spring 

                 Conference, and State Conference. Working with the 

                 President School and the District Coordinator, this 

                 school will help to plan for meeting space, an agenda, 

                 session leaders, and the election process. This school is 

                 responsible for tallying the state project points. The Vice 

                 President School will preside at all business meetings in 

                 the absence of the President School

c.            The Treasurer School shall be a high school that 

maintains accurate financial records, presenting an up-

to-date financial statement at the beginning of the term, 

at each district meeting, and at the end of the term. This 

position is an appointed position, selected by the 

advisors at the Spring Convention.

d.             The Parliamentarian School shall be a high school that 

                  produce and mail a district newsletter for times per year            

                  (in fall, prior to officers’ workshop and in early  

                  November to inform advisors of the Spring Convention; 

                  and in the spring to announce new officers schools and 

                  any summer plans for the district.

e.                The Secretary School shall be either a middle school or 

                  a high school that is responsible for taking minutes at  

                  each meeting and reading the minutes of the previous 

                  meeting. This school shall keep an on-going notebook 

                  that is passed on annually. A copy of the minutes is to 

                  be mailed to the officer schools in a timely manner.

f.                The Historian School shall be a middle school that is in  

                  charge of documenting the district student council     

                  activities and to present a slide show of pictures at the  

                  Spring Convention.

g.   The Middle School Advisor to the Board shall be a 

                  middle school who represents the needs, activities, and  

                  concerns of the middle schools in the district.

h.   The Past President School shall server as an advisor 

                  and resource position for the new officer schools. This 

                  school is responsible for getting the district flag to state, 

                  reporting on past activities and assisting the new 

                  president school. This school will assume the position 

                  of any officer school except president that is vacated for   

                  extenuating circumstances. 

Section 3:  There shall also be:

a.  A District Coordinator elected by a majority vote of the  

                  faculty advisors of the organization for a term of three         

                  years, such election to be held during the regularly 

                  scheduled meeting of the advisors at the annual spring 

                  conference. The person chosen must be a student 

                  council advisor and a member of this organization. In 

                  the event that the District Coordinator is unable to 

                  compete his / her term, the advisor of the president 

                  school shall call a meeting of the Executive Committee 

                  within 60 days to fill the unexpired term. This person 

                  will serve as a liaison between the state office and the 

                  district and will serve as a resource for new advisors. 

                  The District Coordinator will distribute constitutions 

                  and district forms to new student councils in the district, 

                  to candidate schools, and to new officer schools. This 

                  person will also organize the district’s advisors’ 

                  meeting.
b. An Executive Committee consisting of : 1) The District 

                  coordinator, 2) The advisors of the eight officer schools, 

                  and 3) the eight student officers serving the 

                  organization.
Article IV – Elections


Section 1: Qualifications for candidate schools:

a. Schools rather than individuals shall be candidates. Each officer school shall choose the student to fill the office.

b. A candidate school shall have been an active member of District XVII and a member of TASC during the school year of its nomination and shall be a member of the two organizations during its term of office. **Definition of a Active Member: A school that participates in state projects, presents breakout sessions at the district level, and submits report forms for state recognition.
c. A school may hold only one office at a time, unless they are the current Coordinator School.

d. A candidate school shall file with the Vice President School a  letter of permission from the principle of that school to run for office. This letter shall be submitted no later than two weeks prior to the annual spring conference.

Section 2: Campaign Procedures:

a. Each candidate school shall be responsible for securing from the District Coordinator a list of regulations governing the type and use of campaign materials.

b. Each candidate school shall be allotted only five minutes, during which time nominating, seconding, and acceptance speeches may be made.

c. Each candidate school shall file its qualification by submitting a Candidate Officer School Application and a Permission to Run for Office Letter from its principal to the Vice President School at least two weeks prior to the Spring Convention.

Section 3: Election Procedures:

a. Election of officer schools shall be held during the business meeting at the annual Spring Conference.

b. Voting shall be by secret ballot with each member school present having five votes.

c. All newly elected officer schools shall assume their responsibilities at the conclusion of the business session of the annual Spring Conference.

Article V – Meetings and Quorum


Section 1: There shall be four annual meetings of the organization: 1) one in the 
                              fall on a school day, hosted by the president school; 2) one advisors’    

                              meeting in the fall; 3) one at the Winter Retreat; and 4) one meeting in            

                              the spring, hosted by 
                              the vice president school. The Executive Committee may plan an             

                              additional meeting in the form of an overnight retreat, a joint assembly,  

                              and extended spring convention, or training meeting for incoming 
                              officer schools.


Section 2: The number attending the annual fall conference from each member  

                              school shall be determined by the host school. The number attending  

                              the annual spring conference shall be determined by the host school; 
                              however, each school is attendance is limited to five votes per member 
                              school.

Section 3: The quorum for conducting business shall consist of the  member 
                              schools present at the regular annual meetings.


Section 4: Special meetings of the organization may be called by the Executive 
                              Committee whenever necessary.


Section 5: Meetings of the Executive Committee may also be called by the 
                              District Coordinator.


Section 6: No meeting, special or regular, may be held without the approval of the 
                              Executive Committee.


Section 7: Notice of the regular annual meetings shall be sent to members and to 
                              other interested schools in advance of the meeting date.

Article VI – Advisors


Section 1: The organization shall also include an organization of the advisors 

                              from the member schools.


Section 2: There will be an advisors’ meeting at all district conferences and 

                              workshops.


Section 3: The District Coordinator will preside over all advisors’ meetings.


Section 4: Each member school present at the advisors’ meetings shall have one 

                              vote.

Article VII – Parliamentary Procedure


Robert’s Rules of Order (Revised) shall be the parliamentary authority of this organization on all points not covered by this constitution.

Article VIII – Amendments


Section 1: This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the member 

                              schools represented in advisor meetings at a regular meeting.


Section 2: The member schools shall have the right to propose amendments to 

                              this constitution by sending to the district coordinator a written copy of 

                              such proposed amendments one month in advance of the regular 

                              meetings.


Section 3: The parliamentary school shall include in the pre-conference publicity 

                              of the regular annual meetings written statements of the nature and 

                              purpose of all proposed amendments.

Article IX – Ratification


This constitution shall be ratified by a two-thirds vote of the advisors of the member schools present. If ratified, this constitution shall become effective immediately.

Ratified 2004
